24o                    Pope Pius XI
Church for themselves. Unless it is possible it seems un-
likely that the Catholic Church can develop in these
countries,. which are fast becoming nationalist, but the
education and the training that is given to converted
Chinese makes one feel that there is very little risk about
this.
I spent some days in an American Catholic Mission, in
the province of Kwangsi. The priest explained that accord-
ing to the precepts of Pope Pius XI, the method by which
they start conversions is to open contact by starting dis-
pensaries and giving out medicines. Soon after this they
will send a Catechist to spend three nights in the local
village, but he is never sent unless at least thirty people
ask for him. Later it is hoped that after the Catechist has
been there these thirty people will invite a priest to come,
who will explain Catholic doctrines more in detail.
After this, the families of the village are left for six
months as a test to see whether they are likely to be
practising Christians. If, at the end of this period, they
still remain faithful, then a male and a female catechist are
sent to them to give them still more detailed instruction,
and these two people stay for fourteen weeks at least in
the village. While they are there they choose four or
five of the best type of men and women, and send them
to the mission station, in order to prepare them as leaders
of the village. At die end of their visit they bapttee those
villagers who are keen to be Christiana and allow them to
receive Communion.
About three months afterwards they go into retreat for
forty days and prepare themselves for confirmation* After
this they are considered to be Ml Christians and a priest is
able to visit them at least three times a year, and they in